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REMARKS 

Pr esent Status of the Applica tion 

The Office Action rejected claims 1-20. Specifically, the Office Action rejected claims 1-20 
under 35 U. S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Chang et al. (U. S. Patent 6,006327; 
hereinafter Ciiang), In addition, the Office Action rejected clakos 1-16 under U.S.C 103(a) as 
bemg unpatentable over Goodwin et al (U. S. Patent 6,473, 856; hereinafter Goodwin) in view of 
Chang et al. Moreover, the Office Action rejected claims 17-20 under U. S. C lQ2(b) as being 
anticipated by Goodwin et al (U. S. Patent 6,473, 856; hereinafter Goodwin). Claims 1*20 
remain pending in the present application, and nxonsideration of those claims is respectfijUy 
requested. 

Disciissio n tor Claim Reje c tions under 35 USC :l02a>) 

L Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U. S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Chang etaL 
Chang teaches the claimed invention, comprising: 
a datapath chipset [220J; 

a power-supply/memory-clearing selecting circuit for switching between a pavver-supply status 
and a memory-clearing status for the peripheral cot^gumtion memory [circuit for receiving user 
input for resetting the options for the motherboara', coL 4, lines 57-62, coL 5, lines 5-5] 

a latching circuit f latch 281, ftg. 2, coL 4, line 66-coL 5, line 1], electrically coupled to 
and in between the power-supply/memory-clearing selecting circuit and the datapath chipset for 
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prvvidhig a clearing larch signal when the power-supply status is switched to the memory- 
clearing staxus,[ coL 5, lines 50-57] 

In response thereto, applicants TespectfiUy transveirse the rejection based on the 
following arguments. From page 3, lines 11-14 in. the specification in the present application, 
invention motives of the present application are thsl because the time of eadi batch of electrical 
discharged generated the fester-type BIOS configuration memory (from page 6, lines 21-23, here 
referred to a CMOS RAM) is not uniform, the incompletely cleared BIOS configuration memory 
results in some problems such as abnormal on-swit A of a computer or impossibility of switchiiig 
on the computer. Furthermore, from the abstract :in the specification, the functionalities of the 
present application are that a ROM BIOS can read ihe status of a clearing latch signal and further 
clear ttie BIOS configuration memory to ensure thct clearing operation is successful. However, in 
col. 4, lines 55-62, Chang discloses " allowing tbe user to set options to the motherboard 200 
through software means 200" and '*the CPU 210 issues and transfers the corresponding setting 
via the chipset 220 to...'* Therefore, invention molives of Chang is to allow users to set specific 
settings by using ihe CPU 210, not to allow users t3 implement a power-supply/memory-clcaiing 
selecting circuit to set one of a power-supply statOiS and a memory-clearing status to the ch^set, 
as disclosed in page 4, lines 10-U in Ae specification in the application. Furthermore, :the 
functionalities of Chang are that various settings can be provided to the motherboard, not to 
completely clear flie BIOS configuration memory (here, referred to a CMOS RAM). Accordingly, 
invention motives and functionalities of the present application are distinct fix>m those of Chang. 
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Furthermore, Chang fails to teach, suggest or disclose "a power-supply/ memoiy- 
clearing selecting circuit for switching between a pDwer-supply status and a memory-clearing 
status for die peripheral configuration memory'', and ''a latcbiiig circuit electrically coiQiled to 
and in between the power-supply/memory-clearing selecting circuit and the datapath chipset for 
providing a clearing latch signal^ as claimed in the independent claims 1 and 7, Therefore, 
Chang fails to teach, suggest or disclose feature devices as claimed in independent claims 1 and 
7. Accordingly, independent claims land 7 are patentable under 35 U. S. C. lQ2(b) over Chang. 
Besides, dependent claims 2-6, and 8-16, which di]:ecdy or indirectly depend on their 
independent base claims 1 and 7, are patentable as ;i matter of law, fbr at least fhe reason diat die 
dependent claims 2-6, and 8*16 contains all features of their base independent claim 1 and 7. 

2. Claims 1 7-20 are rejected under U.S. C 102(b) as being anticipated by Goodwin. . 
Goodwin discloses: 

A peripheral configuration memory clearing method^ adapted to clear the content of a 
peripheral configuration memory of a computer main board [coL 6, lines 28-30], 

the computer main board being capable cf providing a clearing latch signal that indicates 
whether a user has previously set a clearing of the peripheral cortfiguration memory fcoL 6, lines 
24'27J, the method comprising: 

reading the clearing latch signal [col. 6, lines 24~27J; 

writing a clearing value into the peripheral cor^guration memory when the clearing latch 
signal is set [coL 6, lines 27-31 [; and 
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resetting the clearing latch signal [ coL 6, lines 31-32]. 

In response thereto, applicants respectfully transverse fhe rejection based on the 
following aiguments. From col. 1, lines 13-14,. col. 4, lines 33-36 and col. 5, lines 4-10 in 
Goodwin, invention motives and functionalities of the Goodwin are that the hack-up non-volatile 
storage element 108 can provide a recovery mechardsm (here, referred to provide initial program ' 
load code, i.e. a boot code, to allow a computer o[»erating normally) if the primary non^volatile 
storage element 106 becomes corrupted and foils to reprogram itself. However, as foregoing 
discussed, invention motives and functionalities of the present application are since discharging 
time of the BIOS configuration memory (in foct, it is a CMOS RAM) is not unifoim, a ROM 
BIOS can read the status of a clearing latch signal, which is previously set by users, and furtiier 
clear the BIOS configuration ni^ory to ensure the clearing operation is successful. Accordmgiy, 
invention motives and functionalities of the present application are distinct from those of 
Goodwin. 

Furthermore, Goodwin fails to teeu:h, su]>ge$t or disclose "readiiig tibie clearing latch 
signal; writing a clearing value into the peripheral configuration memory when the clearing latch 
signal is set; and resetting the clearing latch signal.*" as claimed in the independent claim 17 . 
Theiefbi^, Goodwin foils to teacdi, suggest or disclose the feature method as claimed in 
independent claims 17. Accordingly, independent claims 17 is patentable under 35 U. S. C 102(b) 
over Goodwin. Besides, dependent daims 18-20» which directly depend on their independent 
base claim 17, are patentable as a matter of law, fer at least the reason that the dependent claims 
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18-20 contain all features of their base independent claim 17. 

J. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 S. C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Goodwin in view of Chang. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to include a chipset and a latching circuit as taught by Chang in Ike 
motherboard taught by Goodwin for the benefit of allowing the user to set options to the mother 
board. 

In response thereto, applicants respectfully transverse the rejection based on the following 
arguments. Since if a chipset and a latching circuit in Chang are included in the motherboanl in 
Goodwin, it is expected that Qoodwin can not obtajn additional functionalities beyond the 
inherent functionalities of Chang, in either Chang i>r Qoodwin, there is no suggestion or 
motivation of desirability of combing Chang with Goodwin. Hence, one skilled in the art would 
have on reason to make such combination. 

However, even if the combination could be made, as recognized in third paragraph in 
page 3 in this communication, independent claims 1 and 7 distinguish because the combination 
foils to teach, suggest or disclose "a power-supply' memory-clearing selecting circuit for 
switching between a power-supply status and a memory-clearing status for the peripheral 
configuration memory", and ''a latching circuit elcictrically coupled to and in between flie 
power-sx^ly/memory-clearing selectuig circuit and the datapath chipset fbr providing a 
clearing tatcli signal" as claimed in the independent claims 1 and 7. Accordingly, independent 
claims 1 and 7 are patentable under 35 U. S. C. 103 (a) over Goodwin in view of Chang. 
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Besides, dependent claims 2-6, and 8-16, which directly or indirectly depend on their 
independent base claixos 1 and 7, are patentable as a matter of law, for at least the reason that the 
dependent claims 2-6* and 8-16 contains all features of their base independent claim 1 and 7, : 

For at least the foregoing reasons » Applicant respectfiilly submits that independent claims 
1, 7 and 17 patently define over the prior art references, and should be allowed. For at least tlie 
same reasons, dq[>endent claims 2-6, 8-16 and 18-20 patently define over the prior ait referoices 
as well. 
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CONCLUSION 



For at least the foregoing reasons, it is believed that all the pending claims 1-20 cf die 
invention patently define over the prior art ami are in proper condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration of claims 1-20 and the present application is respectfully requested. If the 
Examiner believes that a tel^hone conference would expedite the examination of the above- 
identified patent application, the Examiner is invitel to call the imdersigned. 



Jianq Ch)mn Intellectual Property Office 

7*FIoor-l, No. 100 

Roosevelt Road, Section 2 

Tkipei, 100 

Taiwan 

Tel: 011-886-2-2369-2800 
Fax: 011-886-2-2369-7233 
Email: belinda@icipgroupxom.tw 



Respectfully submitted. 



Date : 





Registration No.: 46,863 



Us a@icipgronp.com.tw 
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